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Dear Friends and Relatives,

As we reflect on the past fiscal year, I am filled with gratitude for the milestones 
and progress we achieved together. The period spanning July 1, 2022 to June 30, 
2023 marked another significant chapter in the journey of Women’s Advocates, one 
underscored by resilience and unwavering commitment to our mission to walk with 
victim-survivors and our community to break the cycle of domestic violence.

One of the notable highlights of this year was the beginning of our Foster Pet 
Program, a need recognized by our Survivor Advisory Council. This program 
resonated deeply with our mission of providing holistic support to victim-survivors 
and their entire family. Recognizing the invaluable role that pets play in the lives of 
many victim-survivors, we embarked on this initiative to ensure that those seeking 
refuge in our shelter can find peace knowing their beloved furry family member is 
also safe from their abuser. This program not only brought comfort to those in need 
but also exemplified our dedication to innovative solutions in addressing the diverse 
needs of our community.

Our commitment to community engagement and empowerment manifested through 
a series of impactful events and initiatives. We were honored to host a Juneteenth 
cookout, celebrating the resilience, liberation, and heritage of our Black/African 
American relatives while fostering solidarity and inclusivity. This event served as a 
testament to our ongoing efforts to create spaces where all voices are heard, valued, 
and celebrated. Our Break the Cycle bike ride and community festival garnered 
widespread support and fun, bringing together individuals and families from the 
Twin Cities to advocate for a shared cause: breaking the cycle of domestic violence. 
Through collective action and raising awareness, we reaffirmed our unwavering 
commitment to creating a safer community for all.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to each and every one of you for your ongoing 
support, dedication, and generosity. Your contributions have enabled us to uplift
and empower countless individuals and families, making a tangible difference in 
their lives.

As we look ahead to the future, I am filled with optimism and 
determination. Together, we will continue to advocate for a world 
free from violence, where every individual can thrive and live 
with dignity and respect.

Message from the Executive Director

INTRODUCTION

Holly Henning, Executive Director

Respectfully and Zhawenim (unconditional love),
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Women's Advocates walks with victim-survivors and 
our community to break the cycle of domestic violence.

INTRODUCTION

Our  Mission

Land Acknowledgment
Women’s Advocates is located on Dakota land, bordered 
on the west by bdote (the sacred confluence) and on the 
east by Wakán Tipi (Dwelling Place of the Sacred). This 
land that holds Women’s Advocates, and the community 
we serve, was stolen from the Dakota by the American 
government through centuries of wars, broken treaties, 
and acts of cultural genocide. Through incredible 
perseverance and resistance, the Dakota (and other 
Indigenous people of the Seven Council Fires) remain 
here today, caring for the land and the life it sustains. 

As an organization dedicated to breaking the cycle of 
domestic violence, we know that Native women and 
girls face the highest risk of domestic violence, sexual 
assault, and intimate partner homicide. This, too, is a 
legacy of white settler colonization. We grieve and honor 
the missing and murdered. At the same time, we express 
our gratitude for those who are still among us, those 
Indigenous-led organizations who are fighting every day 
for a world without domestic and sexual violence. 

While this acknowledgment cannot eliminate the sins of 
the past, we commit ourselves to sustaining meaningful 
partnerships with our Dakota and Anishinaabe 
neighbors now and in the future. We commit ourselves 
to supporting tribal sovereignty with the same fervor 
that we support the self-sovereignty of victim-survivors. 

Women's Advocates shelter 1974 3
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Women's Advocates is proud of our legacy of leadership and innovation—our emergency shelter was 
the first in the nation dedicated to protecting victim-survivors of domestic violence, and our opening 
inspired the creation of domestic violence shelters across the country. We also know that emergency 
shelter alone will not end the epidemic of domestic violence in our communities. Breaking the cycle of 
abuse in the lives of individual victim-survivors requires a strong network of services to wrap victim-
survivors in the emotional, legal, and financial supports they need to heal before, during, and after their 
stay in our emergency shelter. At Women’s Advocates, we call this network the Continuum of Safety. 

The continuum begins with prevention—stopping violence before it starts. Our Education and 
Outreach team offers in-depth webinars to engage the Twin Cities community in conversations about 
supporting victim-survivors. This work empowers individuals to claim their role in ending domestic 
violence in our community. Our shelter is a welcoming, secure environment where victim-survivors 
and their children stabilize after crisis and begin to process their experiences. Finally, families are 
supported in the transition from shelter to community through our Housing Stability program, which 
offers financial assistance, mental health therapy, and advocacy to ensure that victim-survivors can 
maintain their freedom from abuse without compromising their family’s stability. These wraparound 
programs and services reduce the likelihood that victim-survivors will return to an abusive relationship 
out of financial necessity, truly breaking the cycle of domestic violence. 

INTRODUCTION

Continuum of Safety from Abuse
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In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year 
(Between July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023):

Women’s Advocates operates a 24/7 crisis hotline and online chat 
service to support victim-survivors taking their first steps away 
from abusive relationships. Our team of Crisis Resource Advocates 
provide shelter referrals, safety planning, and emotional support to 
crisis line callers from all walks of life.  

Our crisis hotline attracts both callers who are actively seeking 
space at a domestic violence shelter, and those who are looking 
for non-shelter resources. As Women's Advocates' programmatic 
offerings have expanded, our hotline screening questions have 
changed. When we launched our Pet Foster program in early 2023, 
we began to ask callers whether they had pets they were afraid 
to leave behind with an abuser. Those who answered yes were 
connected to our Pet Foster Program for further support. Women's 
Advocates' screening questions continue to adapt to connect 
victim-survivors with the programs that will best meet their needs.  

VIOLENCE PREVENTION & EDUCATION

In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year 
(Between July 1, 2022, 
 and June 30, 2023):

531 people accessed our 24/7 
crisis resource services via 
phone or live chat.

Women’s Advocates is dedicated to preventing 
domestic violence in our communities through 
both virtual and in-person Education & Outreach 
programming, which aims to strengthen our 
community’s ability to recognize warning signs of 
domestic violence, understand the dynamics of 
abuse, and support and affirm victim-survivors. Our 
curriculum includes the following topics: 

 • Domestic Violence 101 and 201 
 • How Domestic Violence and  

 Homelessness Impact Survivors’  
 Mental Health 
 • Supporting Children Through  

 Abuse-Related Trauma 
 • All About Safety Planning 
 • Healthy Relationship Building Blocks 

In addition to this, the Outreach team continues to 
offer weekly “office hours” through Pop-Up Advocacy 
at the Rondo Community Outreach Library and 
other trusted community sites. In April 2023, we 
began offering Pop-Up Advocacy at the Saint Paul 
Opportunity Center, Catholic Charities’ day center 
in downtown Saint Paul. This partnership provides 
domestic violence education and advocacy services 
to members of the Twin Cities’ homeless community, 
who experience high rates of abuse and
interpersonal violence but lack access to most 
domestic violence services.  

108 domestic violence 
and related trainings 
were hosted by Women's 
Advocates' Education & 
Outreach team.

2,963 professionals 
and community 
members attended 
domestic violence 
and related trainings.

Outreach expenses for 
the 2022-2023 Fiscal 
Year were $160,153, 
comprising 5% of 
organizational expenses.

Education & Outreach

24/7 Crisis Line
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Women's Advocates' Education & Outreach team has hosted an online support group for victim-survivors 
of domestic and sexual violence since 2021. Online Survivor Support Group is a 10-week program designed 
to support victim-survivors in processing their experiences of abuse, navigating their newfound freedom, 
rebuilding trust in themselves and others, and creating an empowering personal narrative. Participants 
receive a complimentary workbook to guide their 10-week journey. In 2023, Women's Advocates hosted four 
10-week sessions of Online Survivor Support Group. 

The Pop-Up Advocacy initiative at 
Rondo Community Library and Saint 
Paul Opportunity Center has significantly 
expanding our outreach within this 
vulnerable community, allowing us 
to provide resources and services to 
over 3,700 people from July 2022 to 
September 2023.

Online Survivor Support Group

VIOLENCE PREVENTION & EDUCATION
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For nearly 50 years, Women’s Advocates' shelter 
has been a warm, welcoming, safe environment 
for victim-survivors and their children. Year after 
year, residents tell us that Women's Advocates 
is the cleanest, most home-like shelter they’ve 
encountered. This would not be possible without the 
tireless work of our dedicated Food and Facilities 
staff, who promote radical hospitality in all they 
do. Our shelter space offers comfort and security, 
comprising 15 bedrooms, 7 resident bathrooms, 
and a commercial kitchen where daily meals are 
prepared. To further support our residents, we 
provide access to laundry facilities, a living room, 
a dining room, a secure children’s playground, and 
computer resources during their time in our shelter. 
A 24/7 team of Crisis Resource Advocates and 
shelter managers ensure the round-the-clock safety 
and wellbeing of all residents and staff. 

Our shelter environment was temporarily altered 
by the isolation and distancing measures we 
implemented at the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic. These measures kept our residents 
and staff safe, with remarkably low rates of COVID 
infection, but isolation and distancing created less 
of a community feel in shelter, with fewer activities 
available and no group spaces for residents to share 
stories and encouragement. We’re happy to report 
that this year, we returned to our normal community 
events and activities. Our shelter team has put 
together exciting, community-building activities for 
victim-survivors and their families to engage in fun 
and fellowship. With the return of weekly events like 
Children’s Music Night and Women’s Wind-Down 
Art Group, joy and laughter are once again echoing 
through Women's Advocates' communal spaces. 

SHELTER & HEALING

Shelter, Food, & Radical Hospitality

In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2022, and June 
30, 2023)

81 victim-survivors and 87 
children, 168 people total, 
received emergency shelter 
through Women's Advocates.

97 days was the average length of 
stay for residents. 

Residents received 13,891 nights
of shelter. 

Facility expenses for the 
2022-2023 Fiscal Year were 
$485,705, comprising 14% of 
organizational expenses.

Food expenses for the 
2022-2023 Fiscal Year were 
$251,730, comprising 8% of 
organizational expenses.

Juneteenth Community Event 2023
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Foster Pet
Program

Foster Pet
Program

Women's Advocates' Pet Foster Program, 
initiated in the spring of 2023, addresses 
a crucial but often overlooked aspect of 
domestic violence situations. Shockingly, 
71% of women in domestic violence shelters 
report their abuser threatened, injured, or 
killed a pet. Women's Advocates' Survivor 
Advisory Council, comprised of current 
and former program participants, pushed 
Women's Advocates to take action to meet this 
urgent need. Collaborating with local animal 
rescue organizations, we provide a lifeline for 
survivors seeking refuge in our emergency 
shelter by offering temporary foster care for 
their furry companions for up to 90 days. 

Furthermore, all pets being fostered through 
this program have access to preventative and 
emergency vet care through our partners at 
The Bond Between.

Nearly half of victim-survivors 
of domestic violence stay in 
abusive situations rather than 
leave their pets behind.

Capital Campaign
2024-2027

Thanks to a generous $8.7 million grant from the Minnesota 
Office of Economic Opportunity and over $400,000 in private 
donations, we've acquired two new buildings in Saint Paul, 
doubling our shelter space! With 19 units totaling 58 beds, these 
ADA-compliant buildings will allow pets to live with their owners 
24/7 and welcome victim-survivors of all genders, sexualities, 
and abilities. We've met 60% of our goal, but still need your help to 
raise $14.25 million in funds for planning, design, renovation, and 5 
years of programming costs.

Help us double our shelter space for 
victim-survivors, youth, and their pets!

SHELTER & HEALING

Learn more 
or give!

Source: National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
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In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2022, 
and June 30, 2023) 

249 crisis interventions took place 
for victim-survivors staying at 
our shelter.

Family advocates dedicated 1,114 
hours of support to residents. 

Mental health, wellness, & legal 
advocacy expenses for the 
2022-2023 Fiscal Year were 
$1,169,128, comprising 35% of 
organizational expenses.

SHELTER & HEALING

Shelter-Based Advocacy Services
At Women’s Advocates, we create a supportive 
environment for victim-survivors that fosters 
healing, safety, and justice. Our in-shelter Mental 
Health & Wellness Counselor supports residents 
with self-care and mindfulness as they embark 
on their healing journey. Residents have access 
to regular support groups on a variety of topics, 
where they can share information, resources, and 
experiences to cultivate community and resilience.  

Our Family & Legal Advocates work closely 
with victim-survivors in our shelter, providing 
personalized goal planning and guidance as they 
navigate complex legal, healthcare, and financial 
systems. As advocates work individually with 
shelter residents, they also take on special roles 
with outside partners to create a coordinated 
community response to domestic violence. 

One of our advocates participates in the Family 
Violence Coordinating Council, and another works 
weekly at Bridges to Safety, helping Ramsey County 
residents apply for Orders for Protection and 
Harassment Restraining Orders. This collaborative 
approach enhances our ability to provide 
comprehensive and effective legal support to 
victim-survivors, most of whom lack the financial 
resources to obtain legal representation when 
seeking safety from their abusers.  

Racial demographics of residents 
in our 24/7 emergency shelter:

Over 90% of our residents identify as Black, Indigenous 
and People of Color. In addition to this, 7.74% of our 
residents identify their ethnicity as Hispanic/Latinx.

65.48%

13.69%

7.14%

5.95%

5.95%

1.19%

0.60%

Black/African American

Multiracial

White

American Indian
or Alaska Native

Asian

Other/NA

Native Hawaiian
or Pacific Islander
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In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2022, and June 
30, 2023)

82 victim-survivors and 108 
children, 190 people total, 
participated in the Housing 
Stability Program.

84% participating households 
maintained stable housing for 12 
or more months.

Housing Stability Program 
expenses for the 2022-2023 Fiscal 
Year were $370,306, comprising 
11% of organizational expenses. 

SAFETY AFTER SHELTER

Financial and housing instability are two of the most common 
reasons that victim-survivors remain with or return to an 
abusive partner. To truly break the cycle of domestic violence, 
victim-survivors need stable housing and financial resources 
to keep them living independently. Women's Advocates' 
Housing Stability program plays a pivotal role in breaking the 
cycle by helping survivors find, obtain, and maintain stable 
housing for themselves and their families through advocacy, 
eviction prevention, and flexible financial assistance. As the 
recipient of grant funds from the MN Office of Economic 
Opportunity, the federal Office on Violence against Women, 
the Minnesota Housing and Finance Agency, and the Pohlad 
Family Foundation, our program wraps victim-survivors in 
one year of support for rent and emergency needs. Beyond 
financial support, participants have access to Women's 
Advocates housing advocacy, domestic violence advocacy, 
children's advocacy and parenting support, and mental health 
therapy for up to two years.

Housing Stability Program

Victim-survivors transitioning from shelter 
to independence often face ongoing mental 
health challenges that are difficult to address 
with limited income, time, and resources. The 
confluence of high need, the large percentage 
of BIPOC residents we serve, and the lack of 
mental health care options for communities 
of color makes our Mental Health program an 
essential health equity strategy. 

In April 2023, Women's Advocates hired a 
licensed Mental Health and Wellness Therapist 
to work specifically with victim-survivors 
in our Housing Stability program. Therapy 
sessions are strengths-based and focus on the 
victim-survivor's goals- whether that means 
processing recent trauma, learning to handle 
stress, or delving into childhood experiences 
that may be affecting their adult life.

Addressing Mental  Health
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Over 80% of our housing stability program participants
identify as Black, Indigenous, and People of Color.

SAFETY AFTER SHELTER

Black, African American, African

Multiracial

White

American Indian/Indigenous/Alaska 
Native

Asian

Other/NA

63.51%

13.96%

10.81%

4.95%

3.60%

3.17%

In addition to this, 7.21% of our residents identify their 
ethnicity as Hispanic/Latinx.

On May 6th, 2023, Women's Advocates proudly hosted our first 
Break the Cycle event, a community bike ride and festival. We 
were overwhelmed by the turnout, reaffirming our gratitude for the 
unwavering support in our mission to break the cycle of domestic 
violence. We extend heartfelt thanks to our vendors and community 
partners for their invaluable contributions in making the festival such a 
fun day.T H E  C Y C L E

Racial demographics of residents 
in our Housing Stability Program:
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During the early years of the pandemic, spanning from 2019 to 2021, we observed a decrease in the 
number of children accessing our programs. This decline was attributed to the isolating nature of 
the pandemic, which made it increasingly challenging for victim-survivors to seek out resources and 
safety while confined at home with their abusers. However, as we progress through the pandemic, we 
are witnessing a notable increase in both children and youth seeking our services. The demand for 
youth-oriented support is now more critical than ever before.

Number of Children Served

CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY

Sheila Wellstone Children's Program
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The Child & Family Advocates who operate Women's Advocates' Sheila Wellstone Children’s Program are 
compassionate and dedicated to supporting our youngest victim-survivors, whether in our shelter or our Housing 
Stability program. In shelter, our advocates provide drop-in childcare, tutoring support, special activities, and 
support to victim-survivors struggling with parenting after an experience of abuse. Families enrolled in Housing 
Stability programming also have access to support from the Children’s Program in the form of home visits, school-
based advocacy, connections to community resources, and emotional support for children during the transition 
from shelter to permanent housing. Through our Lean on Me campaign, we are working to expand these services 
and have been raising funds to enhance our support for children and youth in need.

12



Advocates in our shelter have made a commitment to fostering moments of joy and connection for the 
victim-survivors and children who seek safety at our shelter. Advocates host a kid's activity in shelter 
every Tuesday evening. From vibrant art projects to singing and experimenting with instruments, children 
are invited to explore, create, and express themselves in a safe and supportive environment. What truly 
warms our hearts is when these evenings turn into interactions between a parent and their children. These 
precious moments not only enrich their bond but also help make their shelter experience a positive and 
comfortable one. Check out some of the children's artwork below:

CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY

Creating Moments of Joy & Connection

In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:
(Between July 1, 2022, and June 
30, 2023)

87 children ages 0 to 17 stayed 
at Women’s Advocates' 
emergency shelter. 

108 children enrolled in Women’s 
Advocates Housing Stability 
program, marking the second 
year child-specific advocacy was 
available to children after they 
leave shelter.

Children's Program expenses for
the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year were 
$149,357, comprising 4% of 
organizational expenses.
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Expenses

2022-2023

Financial Report

Programs & Services

Management & General

Fundraising

79%

13%

8%

Audited Financial Statements 2022-2023 2021-2022
Assets Total Current Assets $2,651,720 $2,796,119 

Net Property & Equipment $885,107 $894,805 

Total Assets $3,536,827 $3,690,924 

Liabilities Total Current Liabilities $264,701 $201,187 

Long Term Debt $0 $24,757 

Net Assets Net Assets: Undesignated $655,182 $1,023,303 

Net Assets: Designated $2,356,184 $2,356,184 

Net Assets: Temporarily Restricted $260,760 $85,493 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $3,536,827 $3,690,924 

Revenue Program Service Revenue $3,130,298 $1,943,767 

Contributions $1,084,793 $846,900 

Debt Forgiveness $25,584 $25,584 

Interest & Miscellaneous $124,095 ($106,245)

Total Support & Revenue $4,364,770 $2,710,006 

Expenses Programs & Services $3,589,305 $2,541,492 

Management & General $602,248 $462,149 

Fundraising $366,071 $329,695 

Total Expenses $4,557,624 $3,333,336 

Change in Net Assets ($192,854) ($623,330)

Net Assets - Beginning of Year $3,464,980 $4,088,310 

Net Assets - End of Year $3,272,126 $3,464,980 

Government Revenues

Community Support

Debt Forgiveness, Miscellaneous

72%

25%

3%

Revenues
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Donors of 
$50,000+
Otto Bremer Trust
Pohlad Family 

Foundation
Richard M. Schulze 

Family Foundation
Donors of 
$10,000+
Alpha Chi Omega
F.R. Bigelow 

Foundation
HB Fuller Company
Highland National 

Women's Golf Club
Hugh J. Andersen 

Foundation
James B Linsmayer 

Foundation
Austin Kallevig
Medica Foundation
Patrick and Aimee 

Butler Family 
Foundation

Red Rover
Results Foundation
Saint Paul & Minnesota 

Foundation
Corey Sauer
The WCA Foundation
Women's Foundation of 

Minnesota
Donors of 
$5,000-9,999
Ann Adams and Sally 

Ehlers
American Academy 

of Matrimonial 
Lawyers 
Foundation 
(AAMLF)

Larry and Linda Berger
Joan Duddingston
Edina Realty - Grand 

Avenue
Elmer L. and Eleanor 

J. Andersen 
Foundation

Tom Higgins and Julie 
Wissinger

Louis F. and Katherine 
E. Hill

House of Hope 
Presbyterian 
Church

HRK Foundation
Daniel and Margaret 

Lister
Opus Foundation
Joseph and Karash 

Payne
Thomas and Dionette 

Polacek
Ryan Family
Donald Salisbury
Second Harvest 

Heartland
SFM Mutual Insurance 

Company

Donors of 
$2,000-4,999
AAUW St. Paul
AbbeyCare, Inc.
Archie D. and Bertha H. 

Walker Foundation
Liz and Tom Boyd
Connie Barry
Costco
Marybeth Dorn

Gregg and Mary 
Dourgarian

Ellen Dubuque
Eagles Aerie 34
Robin and Pamela 

Ehrlich
Matt Fisher and 

Christine Dennis
Kaitlyn Florsz
Debby A. Fulton
Sandra and Clinton 

Hetchler
Kristin Hickman
Molly Kenney
Julia and Joseph 

McMahon
Patrick Meenan
Open Your Heart to 

the Hungry and 
Homeless

Peter and Jean Parilla
Martha Rhode
Aaron Rutzick
Caroline Stone
The Thursday Club
The TJX Companies
Tara Wallin
Walter & Leona 

Schmitt Family 
Foundation

Sandra Zipp
Donors of
$1,000-$1,999
Abbott Laboratories
Virginia Agresti
Ameriprise Financial
Amira Roseville
Dorothy "Doodee" 

Backstrom
Robert Bowman
Julie Brunner
Code42 Foundation
Sean Conway
Robert and Sarah 

Cooley
Cosette Designs
Amanda Dennison
Karen Mackenzie and 

W. Brooks Donald
Lance Egley
Rogalski Family Trust
Donna Gies and Rich 

Hamer
Terry Gilberstadt
Jane Grundhoefer
Guild of Middle Eastern 

Dance
Ayah N. Helmy
Erik Hinkie
J. Selby's Plant Based 

Eatery
Paige Kahle
Holly Kuisle
Phyllis Lentsch
Erica Lister and 

Samuel Adams
Lumen Technologies, 

Inc.
MacGillis Family 

Foundation
Debra McCormick
Aaron and Jenica 

McDonald
Medtronic
Grace Elizabeth Meyer
Mille Lacs Corporate 

Ventures
Christine Minard
MN Unemployment 

Insurance

Tara Norgard and  
Kevin Skow 

Olivet Congregational 
Church

Anne and Bill Parker
Erin Pickar
Presbyterian Church of 

the Apostles
Rebecca Richardson
Susan and A. William 

Sands
Caroline Schnieders
Joseph and Tina 

Shaffer
Sarah Mendoza 

Shelton
Skybox
Michael and Kara 

Spolidoro
St. Paul Academy and 

Summit School
Debra Steenson
Takeda 

Pharmaceuticals
The Luther Holding 

Company
Jen Thorson
Nicole Winter Tietel
JoAnn Trygestad
UnitedHealth Group
Unity Church-Unitarian 

of St. Paul
Randall Wilke
Mark and Heidi 

Wingerd
Ann Wynia
Sarah Youngerman
Donors of
$500-$999
Athena Adkins
Brian Ahlberg
Betty S. Andrews
Audrey Rose Vintage
b. Resale
John H Batson
Douglas Bechtold
Elissa Becker
Estelle Brouwer
Carousel and Folk
Patricia Carson
Sung Ho Choi
Thrivent Choice
City of Woodbury
Elizabeth Coco
Joan Countryman
Leah Dittberner
Quinn and Adam 

Driscoll
Diane Erickson
Lucas Corty Erickson
Scott Erie
Georgiann and Joseph 

Errigo
Everyday People 

Clothing
Theodora Fair
Nancy Feldman
Sandra Fenton
Jana Fischer
Karen Florez
Nancy L. Fulton
Sarah Dirksen 

and Dennis 
Gerhardstein

Thomas and 
Gwendolyn 
Gmeinder

Mary Sue and Paul 
Godfrey

Golden Pearl Vintage

Mary Griffin
Thomas Hatch
Ann Hathaway
Ann and David Heider
Russell Heuckendorf
Beverly Jones 

Heydinger
Horwitz
Adam Hoyhtya
Jacob Hustedt
Elyse and Anupam 

Kharbanda
Linda Lane
Legacy
MAPE Local 201
Helen Mairs
John Manning and 

Andrea Steiner-
Manning

Ava McCausland
Dr. Nancy Mendelsohn 

and John Horvath
Valerie Mondor
Moth Oddities
Victoria Obenshain-

Darby
Mary Kay and Paul 

Orman
Stephanie Peterson
John Preuss
Rewind Vintage
Jamie Lee Reynolds
Karsten Rimestad
Daniel Roe
Christine J. Rusin
Sarah and Mick Bauer 

Fund
Charlotte Sebastian
Laura Shannon and 

Paul McGuirk
Stuart Edward Shwiff
Kenneth Simon
Jackie Smith
Susan and Joseph 

Strubel
Style Society
Jean Sweeney
Tandem Vintage
Nokomis Tattoo
Team Nevertheless
The Hive Real Estate 

Team
The Mustache Cat
Patricia Thompson
Up Six Vintage
Christopher L. Urban
James Walker
Donors of
$100-$499
3M
A.T. Still University of 

Health Sciences, 
Inc.

Catherine Adams
Marc Al and Louise 

Livesay
Amy Albus
Allodium Investment 

Consultants
Arlene and Tom Alm
Amazon Smile
American Family 

Insurance
Sanjeeva Ananthan
Linda Anastos
Brett and Gabrielle 

Anderson
Jim Anderson
Julie Anderson
Katherine Anderson

Matt Anderson
Roger and Margie 

Anderson
Adam and Dianna 

Armstrong
Imen Balioglu
Margaret and Ian Ball
Mary Bandt
Korina Barry
Don Beck
M. Marie Beck
Elisa Becker
Maryam Becker
Michelle Beeman
Nick Benz
Audrey Berg
Beth Bergman
Eileen Bertrand
Alycia Bittner
John and Marilyn 

Bjorklund
Kathryn Bolinder
Teresa Borzcik
Kathleen Brennan
Mary Brennan
Cindy Brine
Marit Brock
Barbara Broen
Jackie Brueggemann
Rick and Linda Carlson
Stephanie and Brad 

Carlson
Nancy and Jerry Carroll
Kelly Carver
CH Robinson
Michelle Christian
CHS Inc
James Cleary
David Colby and Laura 

Clay
Kathleen Conklin
Sterline Saran Cryer
Leigh Currie
Daikin Applied
Heather Daldoul
Rhonda Davis
Asma Day
Dorothy DeVereHunt
Melissa Diener
Loralee and Gene 

DiLorenzo
Joseph Dolson
Suzanne Ducker
Elaine Dunbar
Anna Dunbar-Hester
Nancy Duncan
Erica Eilers
Tim and Rebecca 

Emory
Mark Enright
Becky Erickson and 

Dan Sullivan
Eureka Compass 

Vegan Food
Beth Fasching
Michael Fasching and 

Britt Gilbertson
John Fenske
John Fenton
Russell Fenton
Sandra K Fenton
Deborah Fineman and 

Richard Soule
Debra Fisher
Nick Fisher
Roxanne Fisher
Tony Flint
Appleblossom Flowers
Kim S. Fossey
Sarah Foster
Barry Foy and May Wu

Lisa Fridland
Michelle Fries
Elena Gaarder
Chris Gehrts
Michelle Gilats
Rena M. Gillman
Tanya Gladney
Maria Gomez
Eileen Goren
Troy Gourde
Janiece Gray
Andrew Gunderson
Gloria Gunville
Margaret Hall
Courtnee Hamity
Mary Hansen
Ruth and Don Hayden
Clare Healy
Mary and Dan Healy
Stefan and Lonnie 

Helgeson
Holly Henning
Kathleen Herzog
Christopher Hickman
JoAnna Hicks
Amy Higgins
Justin Hoban
Meg Hobday and Tony 

Bacigalupi
Marion Holly
Gail Olson and Steve 

Hopkins
Patricia Houston
Heidi Huelster
Susan Illg and David 

Musielewicz
Lindsay Jacobs
Patricia James
Beverly Johnson
Bridget Johnson
Gregory Johnson
James Johnson
Jill Marie Johnson
Sara Johnson
Elizabeth Johnston
Andrew Jones
Carolyn and Patrick 

Jones
Jennifer Jorissen
Junior League of Saint 

Paul
Etsuko Kabeya
Joan Kahle-Berger
Benjamin Kaplan
Rohan Karmarkar
John and Susan 

Keilholz
Kathleen Kelso and 

David Radosevich
Allison Kier
Linda Kjerland
Susan Ellen Klevan
Anna Klompien
Elisa Knudson
Patrick Krasky
Lavonne 

Kuchenmeister
Janice Kudej
Carol Lacey and Kristin 

Velicer
Pam and Dave Lande
Maury Landsman
Renee Potts Lane
Thomas and Joanne 

Lee
Pamela Leech
Connie Lewis
Bev and Don 

Liebenstein
Julia Lister

Thank you, 2022-2023 contributors!
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Thank you, 2022-2023 contributors!
Julie and Douglas 

Lochowski-Haney
Pamela Lohse
Julian Loscalzo
Jennifer Lundblad
Morgan MacBain
Stewart MacDonald
Chris Macgowan
Megan Magnuson
Malloy Homeowners 

Association Inc.
Donald and Abby 

Marier
Barbara McCabe
David and Kristen 

McCabe
Derek McGowan
Ralph McQuarter
Cynthia Melby
Merchant Services
April Middleton
Michael Milosch
Melissa Minehart
Maria Mitchell
Greg Mizer
Jean Moede
Jill Moes
Kathleen Montgomery
Jonathan D. Moore
Kathy Moriarty
Linda Morrison
Paul Morrison
Eliot Morrow
Moxie Hair Salon
Mary Murray
Bret and Andrea 

Nielsen
Riva Nolley
Ingrid Nuttall
Patricia Oakes
Brittany Oberstadt
Amy O'Connor
Mark and Wendy 

O'Donnell
Carol Oeltjenbruns
Keith and Kimberly 

Olson
Clea Ostendorf
Suzanne Pearl
Jennifer Percy
Carole Otte Pesek
Connie Phillips
Mary E. Pickard
Molly Piper
Sharon Pitala
Andrea Plautz
Mike and Deb 

Pleasants
Peggy Pond
Primp Boutique
Publicis Sapient
Elaine Raspel-Borth
Raytheon Technologies
Kristine Reed
Charles Reznikoff
River Valley Girl Scouts 

Troop 25277
Cynthia Robb
Shelley and Michael 

Robshaw
Doug A. Rohde
Donna Roles and Terry 

Neavin
Caitlyn Rome
Jade Roth
Mary Jo Roth
Patty Anne Rowe
Emily Royer
Ebony Ruhland

Megan Rush
Heather and Bob 

Rykhus
Carolyn Rysgaard
Nancy S. Sabin
Naomi Sadighi
Saint Anthony Park 

United Church of 
Christ

Margaret Schiller
Andrea Schrooten
Kathleen Schubert
Sally Scoggin and Don 

Brunnquell
Susan and Stephen 

Shakman
Amy Sheldon
Miriam Simmons
Caroline Simonson
Cecilia Kotz-Simpson 

and David Simpson
Buffy Smith
Jordan Smith
Julie Stoltz
Susan and Jeffrey 

Talerico
Angela & Andrew 

Thomas
Daphne Thompson
Missy Thompson
Leah Tilstra
Travelers
John Tulloch
Lindsay Turner
U.S. Bank Stadium
University of St. 

Thomas
Jill Van Koolwikj and 

Will Hommeyer
John Wallace
Chlo Wallin
Lloyd Ward
David Warner
Watermark Title 

Agency
Colette Weiser
Arlene West and Kevin 

Bevis
Gregory West
Brenisen Wheeler
Trisha Whinnery
Whole Woman's Health 

Alliance
Stephanie Wiersma
Wild Tree 

Psychotherapy, LLC
Catherine Wilkins
Janet Wilth
Staci Wolden
Women S Advocates
Christine A. 

Wroblewski
Ralph Wyman
Xcel Energy 

Foundation 
Matching Program

Tom Zell
Kathy Zieman
Donors of
$50-$99
Somaya Abdelgany
Russell Adams
Brenda S. Arnold
Meg and Don Arnosti
Courtney Ault
Peggy Bakken
Spencer and Sarah 

Bartl
Theresa Beckhusen
Debra Beilke

Michael and Carol 
Berde

Kim Bingham
Hillary Birchem
Michelle Blaeser
Elaina Bleifield
Samantha Bossman
Boston Scientific 

Corporation
Kit Brady
Richard R Brock
Mary Brownrigg
Scott Bullis
Mark A. Carlton
Jeanne Carr
Cameron Carter
Charles Caswell
Elizabeth Clysdale
Emma Comstock
Patrick Corneille
Richard and Aliya 

White
Kristin Dahl
Elizabeth Danielson
Tiana Daun
Jannat Day
Margaret Dayton
Jane Delage
Christine Dent
Darlene Dent
Kelsey Derby
John and Kathleen 

Deslauriers
Ruby Dettmann
Mary Jane and John 

Dittberner
Lynn Dolan
Jack Duffy
Tamara Erickson
Jack Even
Janet and Carey 

Favorite
Benjamin Fenton
Carlon Fontaine
Nicole Freeman
Judith Gelderman
Sharon Graber
Carol Grady
Seth Grossinger
Candy Gruman
Janet Ladwig Hafner
Danielle Halls
Joan Hancock-Dow
Anthony Hankel
Holly Hanson
Carrie Hefte
Kathleen Heinze
Emily Hellerich
Linda Henry
Jose Hernandez
Herridge Marketing
Anita Hill
Mark Hollen
Claire Holtz
Jessica Wicks Hughes
Ann Huidekoper and 

Joanne Swanson
Filsan Ibrahim
Brandie Irwin
Deborah James
Brian Johnson
Leigh Johnson
Natela Jordan
Gina Jorgenson
Mary Kaminski
Millicent Kasal
Kate Kelley
Margaret Kelliher
Princess Awa-ada 

Kisob
Rae Knutson

Lisa Kretz
Jeff Krumrie
Jenese Larmouth
Katie Leary
Sally and Richard 

Leighninger
Jilian Lemaster
Heather Lovejoy
David MacNaughton 

and Gayle Zoffer
Marcia Madden
Mary Mahoney
Marisa Marx
Jan Matheus
Bernard McGarrigle
Mary-Helen Mische
Brianne Mitchell
Kate Moran
Breyonne Morris
Anne Murphy
Zach Nicolaides
Janet Niska
Elizabeth Noel
Beth and Bill O'Connor
Lori Olsen
Kyle Olson
Laura Park
Marcia Passi
Megan Pavek
Meghan Rodda
Joe Roppo
Nancy and Timo 

Rovalexis
Cindy Schell
Amanda Schlitz
Devon Schuster
Julia Anne Shaw
Marjory Singher
Paul Christopher 

Sisson
Janice Smith
Sheree St Martin
Heidi Staloch
Paul Steiner
Gretchen Stemmer
Whitney Marie Storvick
Brian Strub
Andrew Swan
Megan Tardiff
Patricia Taylor
Sloane Taylor
Rachel Thaney 

Brantingham
The Schulte Helping 

Hand Fund
Priscilla Thomas
G. Robin Thomford
Gordon Apple and 

Susan Thornton
Avis Tilden
Leah Tollefson
Eric Tornes
Laura Utley
Barbara and Erik 

Westgard
Jennifer Wickey
Marley Williams
Lorelei Wilson
Jeanne Winiecki
Karyn Ann Wrenshall
Donors of
$49-$1
Aquanetta Anderson
Carol Anderson
Kelly Anderson
Elizabeth Andrade
Rojonaina Andriamihaja
AT&T
Alicia Baldwin
Milla Bartz

Kristin Bates
Alyssa Baumann
Hannah Baxter
Karen Ben-Moshe
Kristen Bentley
Steve Bergman and 

Marcella Anibas
Amanda Brakefield
Solveig Brown
Vickie Brown
Susan Burchfiel
Amanda Burgess
Katherine Campbell
Care Counseling
John Chandler
Merideth A Chelberg
Kathleen Clinton
Georgea Cole
Shaunta Colquitt
Chris Coppedge
Jessica Cornwell
Renee Curwick
Stephanie Danielson
Nico De Vera
Paula DeLong
Mary Dirksen
Sarah Driever
Karen Dudley
Maureen Dunaway
Judith Durfey
Debra Eardley
Kathryn Eilers
Julie Lynne Elliott
Cynthia Ernst
Allison Eykholt
Kathryn Farber
Sienna Feaster
Abbigail Feola
Ruthena Fink
Rebekah Fisk
Suzanne Fitzloff
Chris R. Foss
Jane Frazee
Rebecca Freeman
Olivia Garner
Lyndsey Guelig
Anna Gustafson
Amber Guthmiller
Dianne Hansen
Marilyn Hansen
Amy Hanson
Keith Hardy
Daniel Hawkins
Jessie Headrick
Rebecca Hess
Mary Hieb
Judy Holmquist
Sara Hoppe
Courtney Howard
Meghan Howard
Danielle Howze
Munazza Humayun
Samantha Indigjer
Edward Jackson
Christos Jensen
Jennifer Johnson
Justine Johnson
Amy Johnston
Emily Johnston
Anne Joswiak
Michelle Kalligher
Jessica Karlsson
Jill Keller
Jane Kilian and Mark 

Wangerin
Greg and Chris Knopff
Sherri Knuth
Megan Knutson 

Sinaise
Lyle Koehler

Kathleen Kortz
Ann Kuitunen
Jane LaFroth
Charlotte Lenkaitis
Marina Lim
Brent Lindner
Evan Lister
Allison Locey
Danielle Loewen
Ann Maczuga
Thomas Mahoney
Sally Malone
Jill Ann Mantor
Maureen Matis
Tuesday McAuliffe
Laura McLain
Melanie Meyer
Christina Middleton
George Mills
Rebekah Mitchell
Mollie Murphy Dale
AJ Myers
Brian Myers
Pericles S. Nacionales
EG Nelson
Keara Neuman
Rachael Newman
Don Nielsen
Diane Oaks
Daniel Oberhauser
Donna Marie Oman
R.L. Ouimet-Lewis
Cathy Peregrino
Brek Perry
Tiffany Pettaway
Alisha Pierson
Gaius E. Poehler
Signe Pretzel
Joe Price
Donna Radford
Jill Reynolds
Mark Richardson
Richard Ringold
Lindsey Roberts
Jocelyn Roof
Tanya Rosenbaum
Thekla Rura-Polley
Monica Sanchez
Judith Schlief
Liz Schoenecker
Ayesha Shariff
Kathleen Sheehan
Denise Siedow
Kathleen Sikora
Lewis Simpler
Lois S St. Mane
Mary Steinhagen
Gustave Stewart
Shannon Stobbe
Doug Stone
Elizabeth Storey
Justin Storlie
Susan Strauss
Karen Tarrant
Thomson Reuters
Selam Tilahun
Melissa Tofte
Melynda Vang
Rafael Vasquez
Mike Vogl
Sandra Ware
Katherine Weier
Kira Wheeler
Greg Williams
Lois Wintersteen
Willy Zhu
Hannah Ziemke
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Key staff members are on Women's 
Advocates' Support Team. Members 
in the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:

Support 
Team 

 • Estelle Brouwer, Executive Director 

 • Holly Henning, Executive Director 

 • JoAnn Hawkins, Director of  
 Operations & HR 

 • Joan Countryman, Director of Shelter  
 Advocacy Services 

 • Nikki Beasley, Director of 
 Housing Stability 

 • Alison Canty, Director of Food 
 and Facilities 

 • Roxy Walker, Manager of 
 Shelter Advocacy 

 • Jake De Vera, Director of  
 Development & Communications 

 • Stephanie Plaster, Director of 
 Housing Stability

In the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year:

Board of 
Directors

 • Erica Lister

 • William Moore

 • Matt Fisher

 • Paige Kahle

 • Dr. Tanya Gladney

 • Asma Day

 • Trish DeAndra

 • Leah Dittberner

 • Debby Fulton

 • Dennis Gerhardstein

 • Britt Gilbertson

 • Mary Sue Godfrey

 • Ayah Helmy

 • Millicent Kasal

 • Molly Kenney

 • Maria Mitchell

 • Kathy Moriarty

Donors who give more than $1000 each year make an 
unbelievable impact on our ability to break the cycle of 
domestic violence. You inspire us.

Thank you to members of the 
Circle of Courage!

COURAGE

17



Our History

A small group of women 
set out to meet the needs 
of women in crisis with a 
divorce rights booklet and 
a legal assistance line.

National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month is 
observed for the first time.

Women’s Advocates 
expands its children’s 
programming to support 
therapeutic interventions 
and safety planning.

Women’s Advocates initiates 
housing assistance for 
families leaving the shelter 
through the Rapid 
Re-Housing national effort.

Women’s Advocates 
is incorporated as 
a nonprofit.

The third property is 
purchased. The three 
adjoining homes now shelter 
up to 50 victim-survivors 
and children.

Women’s Advocates stays 
strong through COVID-19 
pandemic by temporarily 
moving shelter services into 
a hotel setting.

Volunteers began sheltering 
women and children in their 
own homes.

Congress passes 
the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) in 
response to increasing 
domestic violence.

1971

1987

20162009

1972

1991

2020

1973

1994
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On October 11, 1974, 
Women’s Advocates opens 
as the first shelter in the 
nation for victim-survivors 
of domestic abuse.

A group of Minnesota 
women launch the Silent 
Witness Initiative in memory 
of individuals who died as a 
result of domestic violence.

The neighboring property 
is purchased and 
Women’s Advocates helps 
form the Consortium for 
Battered Women.

The Junior League of Saint 
Paul introduces a model for 
volunteerism. By 2004, a 
record 472 volunteers helped 
at the shelter.

Pop-Up Advocacy begins in 
the Saint Paul community.

Minnesota passed first-
of-its-kind legislation that 
gave state funds to battered 
women’s shelters.

The R.O.S.E. Aftercare 
Program was launched, 
and began advocacy 
services for families once 
they leave the shelter.

1974

1997

1975

2003

2021

1978

2007

Our Pet Foster program 
begins to provide safety for 
victim-survivors and their 
dogs and cats.

2023
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www.wadvocates.org


